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2/3/69 


Mr* Vincent J # Salendria 
2226 Delancey PI* 
Philadelphia, Pa* 3 

Dear ^ince, 


This letter is the beginning of the record I promised you I would make 
of the awful thing you hare been doing and hare Just accomplished, yoiha^e juet 
protected the Warren ^port, Attorney General Clark and everyone in any remote 
way connected with the assessinations and their investigations from total 


/;rn 


destruction. You have done for the governraant what it eo\ild not possibly have 
accomplished for itself* In the course of so doing, you have probably ruined 
V_y Jim Garrison's reputation among not just critics, but among all those decent 



people who do have an understanding of the fact and dom or will come to under- 
stand the unparalleled oprportunlty yxsc the exploitation of which you prevented* 

Particularly because of your unreined paranoia that almost everyone 
else is an agent, a teroror you assiduously transmitted to ^im, do I emphasize that 
if you were an agent you could not possibly have accomplished as much. I could build 
a much better case of agency against you than you hove against anyone* 

It has, to me, been one of the tragedies that you, one of the first- 
published critics, were the first to abdicate and were strong in your efforts to 
persuade the rest of us continuing the fight for truth and the Integrity of our 

society was a futility* Jt is possible to interpret your recent activity and in- 
In judicious 

use of your influence as a conscious or subconscious attempt to justify 
your 0 ^ abdication, your cowardice p-f your quitting* 

It is also possible to argue that you are engaging in a self-justifi cation 
because you not only refused to help but tried to dissuade me when I asked you to 
act as my lawyer in on effort to bring out what you have just prevented Jim from doing 
You are consistent* 


V/.V.sVV.'av 
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In talking to m© ^rldajr night you made much o.C your judgement, and I 
asked you to examine the record it has made for you, I shall, to a limited degree, 
for I have no time for the gilding of lilliee. It is your om excellent judgement, 
you said, thvt you had to use for Jim’s benefit. In each of the few of the available 
instances of your judgement that I will cite I* ask Jrou to pretend you are not invol- 
ved, that you are impartial, 'jnd then ask the question, IIs this inconsistent with 
the action of an agent?” 

t 

My first experience with you and your ” judgement” was when you pirevented 

X 

Dave Dellinger's publication of a review of \fIITIC\VASH, ou then accused me of plag- 
ianbfaa, saying I had drawn on the work of others {non-existent at tho time I wrote 
that book, as you should have known), V<hen I challenged you and disppoved your 
slender, actually in the form of blackmail, intehded to force me to give you credit 
for what i had done, you fol4«ywddtthe course of Salendria honor and did not with- 
draw your foul and self-serving slanders, ‘^'his first instance of Salandria "judge- 
ment” Cost me and honest criticism of the Warrexr Report access to the progressive- 
peace press, for had "Liberation”, in that very early day, paid attention to solid 
criticism of the H©port in honest books, that press might not thereafter have been 
silent for so long* 

Then there is your "judg^nent” in your writing about the bullets. You, 
the progressive lawyer, the mm who detests the excesses of the 5'BI, actually 
dedicated your ^fi’iting to an FBI agent, i'razler. You liXBf praised him esctatically 

TT 

for his false, deceptive and crucially- corrupting testimony before the Commission* 
Had Frazier testified really honestly, the frsraoup of Osv/ald and with him that of 
history would have been impossible. You dedicated your writing to him , thus, inher- 
ently to his agency and J « Edgar Hoover. 

insistent with this is your handling of tbe FBI report when you v/rote 
about it, Hot once did you meantion the fact that the FBI, the same agency to which, 
in effect, you dedicated your labor, pretended to provide the definitive report on 
the murder of the ^resident without accounting for jll the shots it knew had been 
fired and without even accounting for all the injuries it knew had been inflicted* 
















f 


At that time iiiy dispositioii was to clobber you for your stalwart defense and pro- 
tection of the FBI. How i now regret I did not, that I decided this could be the kind 
of error the potential for which was carefully built in by the other side, the sort 
of oversight that was possible with the needless complexity of the material. I a ccept 
full responsibility for this and acknowledge my own Judgement was deficient, that 
your glorification of Frazier and his agency should have decided me otherwise. 

Quite consistent with all of this is your excellent Judgement when you 









began to study the Zapruder film, ^ou were devoutly convinced end tried to persuade 
everyone that Connelly could not have been hit ikntil, what was it, Frame 287 (if so, 

you picked a good one, for that or one close does not exist)? Do you have to be 

/ 

reminded of your boorishness when you ?/ere invited to participate on a radio program 
that was supposed to be mine, when you flllibustered with consummate verbosity for 
most of the four hours on Just this? That certainly was one way of being on a 

t 

program for IIUTFV/ABH, the first in that area and on a station with so T/idespread 
an audience. This conduct of yours, whatever caused it, is not inconsistent with that 


j^l of an agent trying to mislead and to deny attention to genuine rritlcal writing. 

Viith this record of hindering me and a solid work, who did you help? 

f 

Fpsteln, end the name should be enough comraentary. Thompson, the man who came up 
with the oopout formula that might get the government off the hook . Y/hat better 
examples can be cited of your superb Judgement J 

I skip to your December whirlwind in New Orleans, where you spent 

T 

everj^minute you could to persuading Im he should trust nobody and that everybody 
was or is an agent, was unnecessary, v/as not warranted by any fact. In doing 

this you succeeded in separating him from some he might have gotten worthwhile 
help and Judgements fran and were your own terror campaign against him and his 
peace of mind, ^ou could not have done more to frighten and disorient him. Th^, 
for no reason at all, you mixed with your pose of gi^y eminence a stance as 
Counteragent ^o. 1. ^ou went around and put on guard those who might be, for no 


reason, based on no knov/ledge, and with such ferocity of datemination it was not 


possible to stop you. ^ou then blew an excellent chance of inflicting the greatest 







/ 






damage on the other side and in the doing|laid a foundation ^or great hurt to us 

end Jim. 'fhere was no possible raConal reason for the things you did and said, no 

A 

possible constructiTe purpose to be served by them, ^affe had already agreed to 
surrender his credentials viluntarlly, as I had persuaded him earlier that morn- 

j 

ing, when he acknolwledged to mo that he might already hove hurt ^im hy the things 
he had done while he carried them, because it ie unpardonable for a private citizen to 
presume to apeak for the district attorney of a major city, and in such a case, I 
did not take them. Only you have the truly superior judgement thot impels you 

to do such things, publicly and to enemies, so there v/ill be no secret about it* He 
is not the only one I so persuaded, privately, without stink or the possibility of 
harmful publicity for Jim* So, the one major accomplishruent of thot outstanding 
demonstration of Salandria judgement, good sense and real diplomatic tact, that 
oulntessence of understanding of agents and how they work - and of counter-intelli- 
gence know-how - was to immediately warn Lamarre# True genius— Salandrla style* 

With this hut part of your record you pretend to have judgement not 
demeaning to a pre-puberty ""^ongolian idiot? You presume to edvise anyqi^? 

I 

You pose as Jim’s friend? '’^et those things you have ao loudly, so 
ostentaciously dtoue in his name oannot hut hurt him. I cannot believe your own 
experienca in the world did not so warn you, as I cannot ignore that with elll 
the vehemence possible you did it* 

How you could presume to hold an opinion on tin current matter 'without 
the moat carefUl analysis of the pfpera Clfirk filed in court with your training 
as a lawyer escapes comprehension, V/hen you did this, with complete abandonment of 
logic and raason, and I tited to get you to understand what, for the first time, we 
really had, you were never once responsive. Because others were prssent, i presume, 
you never once let me finish a thing without an interruption that was in no single 
instance germaine. Prior to Penetervield’ s arrival, all yen nould talk about was the 
inevitabilityithat he, too, is an agent. The reason boiled down to thot he Ifad failed 

to overthrow the governm'atl 



J 
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ITot once v;ere you even in point, not once did ycu make t .3 slightest 

effort to respond to or refute anyttiing. ^ou had an ans^Yer for everythihg: a trap I 

V?ould that m had more such traps and fev/er "friends’’ and ”helper3" like^youl It 

Just is not possible to adequately describe your use of the word "trap”, for with 

what X bed by then already discovered in the papers at issue in that wry court, 

it was a "trap" like none other, ever. V/hat we have is the Attorney Oenoral certify- 

and 

ing the Warren ^^eport and its acco\mt of jdD* investlgetiorjs of the mirder of the 
President •'trro fraudulent and that key witnesses had perjured themselves. ^ did huw 
an out, now that he had be. n forced to provide descriptions of tne supprossed evi- 
dence we had not previously had. te could plead the evidence was faked I 

Some trapl Some Judgement! Some Salandrial 

Vvhoever wes repponslble for thet tim^-nlck phone* call to Wma Bertel 
in the courtroom woo also responsible for the preservation of this monster Warven 
^eport and everything fiov/ing froTii end connected with it. B-is svectecylar success 
would have been short-lived had it not been for your valorous backstopping. 1‘or 



the first tim. 0 , in a court of law - and in V'^ashington! - we had a chance of doing 
what had never been done and whet had never before been possible, and you prevented 
it! Por the first time we could, in a court of law, have established the Invalidity 
and much more - the motive - and you saved the goveriunent and its henchmen. 

And you dare talk of others es a gent o? 

/ 

Had we been able to go ahead, we would have done more th:;n accomplish 
vdiat is clear froru the above. We could have protected Jim. A victory in Washington. 


would have validated all his claims of government Interference that today stand 
without support to the average citizen and the press. Again wo wo>ild have dem^more. 
Wo would have given him a victory much more significant than convinting Clay Shaw 
can possibly be. Simultaneously, we would have yout him. in the position wberre even 
a defeat in the Shaw case would have boon a victory for him. .aJ. 1 theae things your 
great Judgement and dedicated friendship spared him. 


kVMkMl 
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Inevitably onw who has written oiuch finds v/hnt ha has Y.Titt 6 n ocne times 
appropriate in other cases# I refer you to the epliogue to viKITd)vi;ubH II, v.here I 
address myself to the record of the late President s friends On the iirst page 
of this strongly-felt writing I say ’»Tho late rrosidont had such friends ho had no 
need for enemies# Caesar* s friends had more honor# l‘hoy worked in tho open# wna^ever 
your motive, nothing could bettor doscriba your ‘’friendship^' v/ith lim, youi’ perfor- 
mance as his trusted ^’friend'*. It is like castration as a disease preventive. 

X cannot ignore what ^ heard !friday night and what you did Saturday 
morning# Bud phoned me early to tell me of your call to him. In the mi dale of tho 
loudest possible denunciation of any move in V/aahington, the ono place m could not 
lose by moving, ‘^Im phoned you# ^ou then, pointedly, said you were moving the 
phone to mo close to the one to him so I could hoar what you were soyini^, and you 
went out of your way to let him know. V/hat you then did and said is as opposed to 
what you stopped doing and seying to me as it could poasiblo ba# *^11100 it was, 
as you kuOT, not necessary to move th phone, if you did, for I heard everything 
anyway, I can only assume your words were for ^im’s benefit:, in this case synon- 
ymous with deception# Then you ixmaediately turn around when you think you had 
disarmed mo and do the opposite again. If this does not provide a measure of judge- 
ment, it certalhly does of honor and honorable intant. V/ithout putting the phone 
down you tell me you are unalterably opposed to proceeding and simultaneously 
tell Jim you see no good reason why he should not; Then you come back on the phone 
to me and tell me the same thing all over again, we should proceed, fou sure 

wanted to be certain I got the massage, dldn^t you? 

Without carrying this further, which is possible, I tell you I tbini 

it makes a parsuaaiva argument that you are, indeed, what you call everyone else, 
an agent. I also tell you what you have oftan heard me say, whether or not a man 
does what ho does for pay is not as significant as the effect of what he aces. 

You have made your own record, and I shall do vrith it what I can. t is not 
ImpSrtant to me to decide whether or not you are or could be an agent. It is suffifi- 






icient for mo to under^tond th^t if you are an a<r:ejnt v;hBt you have done Is more 
honirable, for then you will have been faithful to some trust, have dona vhat some- 
one had the right to expect of you. 

I 

ou have written tY« most invidious part of oar history. No Schiller, 

I 

no Thompson, no 3pstein, no Roberts of "friend’’ lllce Salings-r has been able 
to approach what you ha to doao. may be years before this can be properly 
recorded, for there is constructive work to be done. Sventually, it must be. 

^ou must get full cr^edlt. Youu have earned it. 

Bearing on whether of not youiiare or might be on ogent is your 
c^ualifi cation. If you are not you do meet o prime prerequisite, a psychological 
one# There is preference for those with paranoia and v tendency for self-destruction. 
Like all paranoids, you ccn be end still not be aware, believe effort to so 
sug^.’ 0 st is part of a tremenduous campaign in somo way to "get" you. But if you are 
not an agent, you certainly are a very sick man. I doubt you would heed my advice 
or that of anyone else, but if you are not an agent you are long overdue iu seeking 
Competent help. ^xi this subject you are completely irrational, your reactions are 
without sense or possibility of accompli vshment. 

As X told you in New Orleans, these f.'lghtful things you do, regardless of 
what impels them (Moo has an opt ^rase about how much Caster’s scout had earned 
Ouster’s trust), so unsettle me they make it Impossible for me to work well for 
several days. If you persist in this dubious career, do me the favor of doing it. 

without any contact at all \7lth raa* 

It sickens ita to write one of us as have you. I told you I would. 

f 

I have but a single comment to add; If you are an agent, my hat is oft’ and 
my cape e/rlrls. 

Sincerely, 


1*1 

•'1 




Harold Weisberg 
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This Jui'tter iis tbo be^cdimlQfj: of tKo record I proialeed you I would laoite 
of th«i» awful thing you hove been dorltis end Juet eocompliohed* foihcra jaet 
y protected the Werroa ^eport^ Attorney Oeuer^l Clerk ev^f^ryono la any remote 






way qoancctod with the eiefieeainetlona sind their inreatlgetlone from tote 1 
dofttructioa# Tou dou.^ tor goyormavnt Tsiaet it could net poealbXy haTO 

socompllehed for iteelf# lu the couree of oo doln% you hsve probably ruined 

; 

•J'lo Cerrieon^e reputation exfiong not Just oiitioa^ but omonir all tho?a decent 




people t?ho dc httv© pp. undaret I'^oUng of ths ti:;ct ?nl do» or will to under^ 
etend the unparalleled opportunity ^fxm ti'se exploitation of which you pri^rented. 

Particularly tecaas^ of your unreined j«*r&iiGle tlu^t everyone 

eline lit an egpntt ^ toraror you eeelduouely trcnseimitied to do 1 estpkuielne that 
if you were en ogent you could not poeslbly hnv» oaoompllehod cte much# I could Valid 
s much better c?e# of ft^^cy a^jj^luct you thea you ^golnat anyone# 

It hee, to ne, been one of the tregetUae thet you^ one oi' the flret*^ 
published orltice, were the firet to ebdioete end were etrong In your effort* to 
poreuad© ih* rent of ue contlnuinj^; the fight for truth and the Integrity of our 


society waa e futility# It ie poetible^ to Interpret your rocoat activity 6ud la* 
laludleieuA 

Ix^dolilte use of your Irflucaca ae » conecious or suhcoaecloue otterapt to Justify 


your cbdioetlont your cowardlce^j^t^s^jt^r c^uittlaig# 

It lo « 1 bo posirlhlo to erguo thefe you ore eagv^giaij la e eoIf-ju»tificetloa 
becauf-e you not oaly refuaed to help but tried to dl»am??de me when I c aked yovi to 
set fee my l(5wyor In »&n effort to bring out vrhnt you hnve Just prev<?nted Jim from doing. 
You 5' re const ?tfrnt# 


In to mor ^’ridejr nlgtit you m&aa jnueh of youj* Judgeme&t^ sad I 

©j&ijod you to examino th^ record it li«<a ^or you# 1 to e liialtod de^reoj^ 

for i hove no tlaso for th© g-Xaine of llatUoa# It le your ov» exceilent judgment, 
you th^t you hod to use for bssn^flt* In ^fech of few of the eweileble 

Inetsncow of your juagemeut tv^ut I «1XI cite I sefc to pretend you ors not inwl-^ 
• '- T«d^ thi't yc,u ^.r« tUsia «fik th® quootlos^ tir this laooutsi intent with 

the action of cn 

l^y first experioace with you and your ^judj^saf^nt^ when you prevented 
D»ve Bellinger* e |»4hll cation of u revie'^ of ^ou then eccueed lae of pleg** 

lerife&9 trying I U«d draws on tb« ^)'$rk of otb^rc {non-«x latent et time I wrote 
that book^ ae you should teve known)* *^hen I ch^dlen^d you ^ad dlep^oTCd your 
slender II ectuolly in the form of biaokaeil^ intended to force to give you credit 

for What I hod doncy you foideeddi^he couree of ^elnnurls honor «nd did not islth«» 
draw your foul n^lf-nervlng elfendere# ^hl» fir«t Instfence of Solendrle ’’Judge- 
ment’* cost me 4nd honeet crlticlem of th* ^^errea deport aoceee Ik* the progreaeive-*' 
poiico preesi for had ‘^tlber^tlcvn*’, in very early dayt pK-ld ettenti'^n to ©olid 
criticiw of the h^p^rt in h^neet booka* to^t preei* ^iiight not thereafter have been 
client for «o 

Tk xj there is your ’’judgement’* in year writing about the bulleta* tou, 
the progressiva l9vy«r^ the .ftm. who d«^teati^ the exeeesea of tb« fBIf actually 
dodiceted your writing to ^n FBI t’^gent, iraziet# lou .nixt praised him eactcUcolly 

r» 

for hie i:«lse^ doceptive cruaioUy^corruptiug te^tliKony the COfn'^1 eston* 

Had Crazier tactiClai really hovieetlyt the frssiaup of Oyweld and with him that of 
history would hfitvo boon impoa^^lble# Xpu dedicated your writing to him* thuOf inber**^ 
ently to his egeacy and Kdger Iik»ovor# 

''enalstont with this le y^^ur bandliu?, of tbo fBI report wh^n you wrote 
cbout it# Ivot once dll you m^feentlon iht« f^act that the flMp tho eftme ogenoy to which. 
In effect, you dodlc^ted your labor, pretended tu provide tao definitive report on 
tho j;xurder cl the vi.thwt acoouatlns fH th^ fibotc it knew h«d been 

fired «Dd without oven hq :u\xnXing foz‘ oil tue injuries it V:n®w h^jtd be&n inflicted# 



At tbst tiree lay ciepesltlos wes to clobber you fop youp ctalwept dcfcna® end ppo- 
tactiofi of the i'Bl, How i s'.ew regret X aid sot, tsot 1 decided thie could te® tlis kind 
of error the potentlel for wbica sbo ecrefully built la by the ether side, the sort 
of overaight that *»* poselbie with the needless compLerlty of the asterlol, 1 Boce|>t 
full responelbllll'y lor thl* end eclojowledge ray own ludgemont we* deficient, tbet 


youp {PlorificRtlon of Crazier end hi# aganoy should n«vo decided rae othepslae. 


Vuftte eonsisteat wl'tti oil of thl* le your exceXleat jadg4!aos.t T/dioa you 




begoa to study the Hapruder fil^» *cM were devoutly cocrlnoed end tried to jjepeuade 
im% i^onmlly could not have hit Mtll, w»ft it^ (if 

you pickled ^ ou0|> for th$t ot ou« olos# Do you fei^vo to he 

rojjiindoa of y^ur boorl©htto«R you Ititltod to pf.rticlpat? on o r»dlo progtm 
thdt evippor«id to ho oino, 'Mion you mUhu«toro4 with tomsmmt^ rirho^tty for 
jsnost of tbo foui” hour^ oil Ju^t this^ fh®tr c^s^t^iluly woe 0710 wuy of boltj^ ou 6 
program for VHi^Sr^/iJ^ir th*& tir«t in thfet etroo «ad ojsi » station with 0 k> 



axidiwBOOe fhi« coJttottot of :?oure* coui»a it, i« aot iaeousirtimt with that 

/ 

of ®n figent trylnji to mifileod end to deny sttantioa to geaultMi rritlcel wrltlag. 

*>ith this record: of hlndorlcg aw URd e solid work, «ho did you help'f 

4 

Kpotela, «in!S the £j;ee should be onough cofsy-sntary. l'he»paon, the man «vo cssio up 
with the eopout fionaule thet might t;*t the gcvuxajaeat off the hcolc ► ««xt better 
exomplca cea be cited of your euperb judeementJ 

1 efclp to ycur recfiraber whlrlmnd la i'Sew Crleenn, whore you eir«nt 


•t 

‘ ycfu oould to ’persandlrtg **13 he ehoulfi trust nobody cad thst everybody 
woe or le ea ogent, 'hla was unaecesrary, wes not werrsoted by say feet, Xr. doing 
this you succeeded In sepcrfitlng him fpw# eraie he might have gotten worth^lle 
help ana judgoments trm. end were your own terror ceapwlga egrleet him aad his 


peace of alad, ^ou oould ant ho ye coup moro tc frightea a ad dleorlent him. Tfae^, 
for no re«»oB at ell, you mixed with your pot,e of gi^y emlneaee e stance as 
Countoi-ugcat ^‘o, 1, ^'cu went arcucd end put on guard those who algiit be, for no 
r«t,6cn, beeed on no Knowledge, .r.ju'. with such ferocity of deteminatloa It wo« not 

poBslblo to etoD you. •‘ou then blew enexeelleat ohonce of Inmctlng the greetest 




fiamage os thti oVaer slda and ia ih« e fcuafetloa for Et«»t hurt to us 

end Jiia» t'hsro vf-& no poftelhle r^cnaJL xf 


tVse VOtl did Std 


pc&ttibl« coai 5 tru«tiv& purp«»:i6 to bc^ sjoi'vaC fcy o^reed to 

surieu^r hie qrsdentlolK Tiluaterlly, «e 1 h»a peTBuisded hla ewrlier th»t »»m- 
ing, whe^a h«, 60 !cnol«?le 4 s«d to m fas t h« ral«ht clras^l? hnTe hurt ^l.-a by th« thluRB 
to he« d«!<i mX» he curried tasm. ^•cbuso It le uaperdoiwbX« for ® prlrote elU»«n to 
pre«ui 30 to epoalc for th« dtatrlct nttorney of » n*;Jor city, sad In euch e cu««, I ' 
<ild not tsio them. OnXy tB* you hnn'- tt» truly superior jud^ra at that Irapels you • . 
to do isuch things, publicly fud to eu^?mio«, so tJxore will be no s®er«t ebout It. H* 
is ao« the oaly one 1 oo per^iuded, prlTetoly, ■without etlnk or the poeclMlity of 
hBrsful publicity for liai. So, tb« om mejor oocoaplloteaent of taet outstsndiag 
-desifiiaatratloa of Solsndrln 3u6gomeat,good souse «nd r*»l dlploraetis tact, th»t 
ttuintee*oac9 of un dors bond las of ogsistn und Uoe tuey ’Wjrk *> and of couater-intalli*- 


gcaco kBo*-hBw » to iBssedlctaly wam Lnsserra. True genius* Sslendria style. 

t'ith this but psrt of yo<ir record you pretend to imra Judgement not 

y 

deissealag to e pre-pub*rty '"cagolisc idiot’? toa prsfma to adrise anyone? 

lott pose ae lio’c friend? ’^et thoac thiasa you bays so loudly, so 
eatiatacicuely faae ia his ac'd® ooauot but hurt him, I caa-tet ballate your cm 
experience in the world did not ao warn ycsi, &» 1 cannot ignore that with all 

tU0 veh^sjiiSiSLce po?5£>.l)>le you 41.? it* 

Hot' ccu.ld 'to b^l<2 !f?i Cipiixlou cJi curr^ut i?lthout 

the meet csreful of the p^p<frT» Clxsrk filed %u court vrith your traiilUB 

c>8 <0 lewyer eccupes cosprchoueloD* ycu thisj^ ^ith complete etecfteisjjfnt of 
logic end receoiii en^: i tfi«d to get ycu to underct^nd for the first ti%e, we 

ra^^lly h.adif >‘ou v^ere caco regponsfiw* othsre vote prseeatg i ^;>jcO(s\xm^ 

you uever once iex fiolch e tblr^ without tr. ijjterrupUcn thet ves ia no eln^ 


lujttenctt genaftilue# i'TlcF to errlvelf 


ryll yr:u tal^ cbout wee the 


iu4jvlt/;^bi he, too. 


na Tho r^jeaca boiled down to he Ifed felled 


» 

to oTcrthrcw the gcvy;Tjas ntt 



V 












fr&uaaiaai sftA that ivwy »itnisas«3 hnS Jerjurea themaslirea. «Ui.s hfA» 


Kot «no? vere .v.^^J efin In point, not onoe dl<3 yea iso’sp t & e-UgUtest 
efrort to rospemi to or rsfate nnytaing, ^oa bod an aanner for eTe?ytMhiS: » twpl 
'soald that v* bid aor$ each trepa and fewer ’•frlonda” aal "halpors” llTee yenJ It 
juet is not. posolble to adeijuat^ily deaai lbe your U'fO of th« worS •trap” , for with 
■stsfet i b^'d by than slxesi&y diccoTsred in tbs pep«r« at issna in bbs.'; i»ry court, 

it ’s&£ a "trep'* Hire nnaa other, erar, «bat ire bey® ie the Aftei'sey acnernl certify- 

and 

iE^, tlio '.»»rr«a '^iaport and ita necoant of las* lixyeetl®Btlon» of tae surdor of the 
•i'seslilant 

owtp ta«ii hiti hi^«i n forwl to provide descriptiou* tbo i*vA- 

{ 5 ' 5 lt 3 ;ia^!^ ii(jd not pr^Tiouijly hn^m cfMX^. pl«n^ t-'ae ovl<i<9n<^e 

*. 

Somvf tropl Uo®b& 

'•boevor ??ds re^ponelblf^ tbr tlmtfwalclc e*llX 13^rt0l 

in courXrooi^ fvlso rnnpon^iXbl^ t^T %h.tf rJ^serrstion or ijbls sKMietor Wiir^ou - ; 

evorythiog f oad curm^oted with it* t^ytsctacj^len awcee©© 

rjoulu bf,v© bean g:hort**.UTeCt It not for ^our voXorous • tn^ctostopplns# ^'or 

Jdi’jsi In 9 ocurt of ^ in %iibln^,cn! - bad « ahenc© of doliig 

hud aav<<^r donff tind nhr^t ivr.?v?>r b©l^r© boi>n no/5^lbXo, ond you prur#rat©d 

iti For th© tlmo w© eould, in « court of th© Int^^llAlty 

Qiid filuoh !fioT4f •• tli€^ t3iotlT® •» ?tiid j/ou 5^if?v#d tbs govcTHRC"0t It ftmcteon* 

An<l you dor<> tslk of oth^ri* . 

lioO wo kfm «bls"; t‘,' go c?he5;M;, vo <^-.uId h^vn doUc» mon? tU>4i aoeosplish . 

t 

'■bBt i« c.U-jii’ fr«r- tbe tU’ovo. be couif: bfivi protest^-d Jl®. A flctory in foshitEten 
would have vall«at«iti ell bl« eielB* of goTerament Interl'erense tfeet today stsnd 
wltbput support to the ayarege cltl*en ans the presB* Again wa noulo a^ve dciu^.'nora, 
Ve «c«l<i bste given him e victory wob laoro eignlflcact thffa cosvlntlRir Cloy ShsT? 
ctn posolbly be, Sifitalteapouely* ve would bav« «out hln; In tfc® p'.elticn ebnre even 
t. defeat In the Sb&w case would have bean a victory for bia. All tbo^s thlsge your 


great Julgament ««J de’ilssted friend eMp blra. 



rt 


Inetitebly oa» viUo haa r^ucii i:iaa^ ^sUatr he tvirlttbu 

s^pproprista in oth^^r cssaa« ^ roiVijf you to tht* aplioi^uii to iX# v^hfijx’d i. 

eduj^se idysaXf to th*i» i*aGoxd oi^ th.^ i6t<^ 1^3^‘^^iyi'niant n yii tHB t^T^% 5^3*^^ 

of thla stron^iy-folt writing X ‘^X’he leite Presiiioixt ji^.uoh frl^snd’^ he had m 
na^d foj^ eii'.BilCka# C^oesjjf^a fjfiotiGS hod uo^a honoi*# I'lioy i^orkod Xr*^ thi'i op^« 
your xaoUva^ nothing could hotter deecrihe your ‘♦fri^ndalalp"' ^ith Ji«# your pcrfer- 
mnoe S6 hi© trusted friend^* Xt i» Xliira castration en dise&ec prcTaative# 

I convict ^hfii lizard Frld?*y aight t^nd i?h=c t you did Saturday 

d 

morning# Bud phoned €?erly to toll me oi your ofXl to hla# In th^. uvia>le of the 
Xoudeet possible denunctetloa of any laovo in ^•ouhin^ton# the one pioc«? could not 

lose by i^ovingf ^lei phoned you# ^ou then, pointedly, abid you sere the 

phone to aae close to th<5 one to hlxn *0 I oouIm he*«^r you r*ore nuyin^^f ^no you 
v»ent out* of your vuy to Xb% hiift kno^# ’'h»t you tLeu uld oislo Ic oe oppoeeu to 
•shat you Btopped doing end soying to it «>;}Uld poe^iblo be# *;lnca: it 

aa you kuOTf not riecenacry to rr^^iro th phoneji If you dlin for I ho^rd ov- ry thing . 
enyt^ey^ X can only esguisie your t^oruu BejE'« for in this oona aynoni^ 

ytzu3U<s with decciiptiott* ’fhen you i^^^edlately turn around tfh^u you whlnk y^u h>;?d 
dleextDOd mo «nd do th* oppoaitu again# If thli» «2.3e« not- p^cvide u measure cf judge-» 
^©ntf it ccrt^ihly doe© of honor end honorable intent# i’iitnout putting vh^' phone 
do«n you tell ao you are uaeltorably opposed to pir*ee*>dlng|: ^dd ©tmulteneoucly 
tell Ills you eois no good xe;^soii vtiy h^ ehoulo notl X^hen yc't^ coi;^ bi.es: ou phono 
to s\e end toil me the aoBia thing ©11 ovor again* w*« i^houlii proceed# You euro 
ironted to be X got toe tteaeeget dltUi^t yout 

Without carrying tide further* which ie po.‘5-dbla* I t^»H you X think 
it '^akea e peraupaive orgument that you are* indeed* wh^t you c^ll everyone else* 
an agent# I wl&o tell you 70M h«va ufti^u Werci jxw nay* v^hathox* or *v>t n ^Tion 

doesi what he doe© for pay la act sc ai.r.nlfloant op thi« effect of whol; h® doae. 

You h^'pvo airJe your o^n record* t»nd 1 aUfdl do vjith it -ffnut I can# t is not 

A 

lrap<l!rt«nt to me to fleolde w'lvitber of act you &r«> or couia be «?a agant. it is eufXitf- 


for to tUU if you an »gant what you h«va dona i« mora 

ho?<}rs>bl$, for th^n you will hat'd faithful to r^mo trusty hoTf:^ don^r I'tio.t ao.w«» 
ond tho rlfi^ht to oxpi^cf of you^ 

^cu how wrlttw tha riKsat ln'rtdlon» p^t of our Matory# Schiller, 
no 'i'ho^.raon, no yip^tolp, no tlohort^ ct ll^ca ->eliag?*r hf^s sblo 

to srpro"s3ctH want you done# my be y«»rh before this nan be properly 

r-^cox^dcd* for there 1» oo^ntmctiro to be doao# EwntuaXly^ It mat bo* 

^ou Tiust .?ot full credit* fn'j-a hr ? to ?s3j:iio«i It* 

Oh if/hoth$r or not youjfc&re 03* rilshti be an li^ your 

-uall fleet Ion# If you i?ra not you do meet a pr^me prorequlsita^ a psyoheXo^^lcnl 
one# Thero lif p for thoea with p^ferouols find a tondeacy for a^lf^d^^atr 'Ction# 


tike all peranolide^ you era be ^nd ©till not be »?;are, tallevo any effort to »9 

st 5 {r:‘ 4 ^^'t l5> part of o tr«tr.onduou.i^ ct^Tipnliin in siorar? way to you# if you ,^re 

not cn eftsint# you c^rt^^laly orfi a very aick ^‘tsn# X doubt you would tny adriee 

* 

or ihtt of i\nyom '-lao, but If you not «a you nr* long oWrduu in 

y 

db*tjprt»?nt help# On thii^ aubjaet ycu are eom7>Xct%'ly Irratlonslp your r^eciione r-re 

t 

without etrnc© or poi&tibillty of eccoi»p! 1 throat# 

As I told you in 55ew Orleans^ theoe f’ightllUl thlsiffs you do, re^sirdleas of 
whst fepclo thnm {^^-oo h^^e an apt ipxrii»e nbcut how much Oleter^a scout h^d ouraed 
Cup;t©r*8 trust), ro nritettlw ta© tboy rji^ko It for sm& to work well ter 

©©Tur 9 l doya# If yru porcist in thi<^ dubious e^sm^r, do ko the f»vor of doing. It 

ulthc:^ut any contact sll ^Ith ao# 

it iilchons ::i« to write oiui of u« as ^ h^>To you# I told you X should# 

1 hnv« but » elni^l© costaisnt to add: If you &xe on agont, ay net i« off and 


•n?y ospe »wirl«* 


5ilneorely, 


Harold tieisborg 


2/3/69 
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Dear Bud, 


Althou^ you know and have known ray opinion of ^ince for sonB time, 

I never dreamed he was capable of this treachery, to have had rae listen in on 
his end of his conversation with Garrioon and thet^ so rapidly, do what he could to 
effect the BdoxlBrax oprosite* 

When you get this you will know ^ have mailed the letter to him and 
to ^ou Ivon for Jim* Other copies are going' to Sylvie, and Schooner only* 

- ■ The -others (save those with whom Hoch will talk) are unwrthy of serious considera- 
tion* 



When we meet again, remind me to tell you of a good development that, 
fortunately, has no connection with '^'*ew Orleans* 

I want to go further v/ith what ^ tried to persuade you this morning* 
This is a crisis point for all of us* Irtll set hack any effort to get access 

to what has been suppressed more than anything the government can do* I therefore 
feel it is urgent that we take certain immediate steps* 




Whether you go any further or not, I again ask you to at least announce 
that you are filing a suit for mo under the freedom of information act and possibly 
others. If you feel that you cannot, or if you later feel thaj you should not go 
further, I will have had time to try and get another lawyer* It is possible this 
inescuseable thing may make that easier* But this announcement coming on the heels 
of Garrison’s abdication will keep all of us a little further frcm his brush* I 
have exhausted ray administrative remedies, more than once, and satisfy that pre- 
requisite* I also have a very broad area I can cover, of which the pictures and 
X-rays are htt one. The others are without justification, have no fictitious 
contract to support them or give the government the possibility of invoking* 

It will be very had for all of us if we stop here, leaving the record Garrison 
has made* It will also make things more difficult, encourage the government to 
do more of the same* 

If you will recall how much I wanted us to hold a press conference on 
the filing of the brief and consider what we might have accomplished v/ith a little 
attention that was then possible, you can p3 rhaps better understand my urgent 
desire that we hold one now* This new Garrison thing will focus attention on any 
press conference keyed to it. V/ith what I can then disclose, we do have a chance of 
coming out of this rather well and getting a few telling points accross* If we do 
not do this we join Garrison, become part of what he has done. Had I the capability 
of doing this alone, I would* It presents a numte r of possible if not probable 
developments* One, with the judge as interested as he seems to be, with a little 
attention in the media, should he be so disposed, he might harken back to v^hat 
I did got in the record, that he had been imposed upon, that 

the papers filed do not say whathhe was di - QbMTfe fiSt^^y* i believe that, given tlC4 
understand of how understated this v/as, how he had been really had, he just miglrt 
get interested and do whatl have always understood a judge has the power of doir^ 
under those circumstances* At least we put him in a position to* 


The criticism has often been made, somethines with truth, that the critics 
are tails on Garrison’s kite* This is an opportuhity to show our independence without 
in any way undercutting him* I think it is especially important for you because you ’ 
have or had him on your board of directors. Now, v/ith you his lawyer, this happens 
and you stand for it, you will never, otherwise, convince aiyone it is not true* If 
he should lose or deport or conduct himself badly, you will by that be ruii^d. It is 
also the chance, then, to make it possible for your organization to have the pos- 
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sibility of getting started* More, however, while we have nothing to lose by a press 
conference that gets no attention, look how we have to gain - and v^o much your 

committee in particular does, ^’or you to hope to get going, you have to persoade 
people that you will be doing things. There is little likelihood of your coming 
up with what ^ already have and have given you free. A little attention to that 
end youijhhave a reputation. Although it is my work, you understand that it will 
enure you. I think if you understand, as ^ know you do, that this is the one 
thing thah cannot do me any personal good, that can only take the edfee off my 
writing and book{s), you understand ray seriousness. 






In such a press conference, save for questions that are asked, we res- 
trict ourselves to a few narrow and comprehensible This and the new 

area the changed overtones put us in, make it possible for other things to flow* 

For example, right now, this very minute, we have a formula that eliminates all 
the political liability(|ito the new administration by making it a Clark ratber 
than a Tvarren or Commission matter* V/ith five of the seven members Republicans, Nixon 
is not about to clobber the Commissio^i, now or later. If the wol^s ho'vs to be fed, 
they can ri^t now be fed the expendables, ^n fact, there is now, for probably the 
only time, the chance that the new administration end particularly the new Attorney 
General, not to be hurt and able to get what they might regard as a benefit. 

In a different area, in the political area, we are nov/ where we were 
in court when ^^uraa got that call. Please do not have us in a couple of days or weeks 
look back with regret. Vie can now apply intellectual judo and turn all that heft 
that will be applied against us feack where it came. We vdll not s»on be able to 
expect a duplication. 

On a selfish basis, with you trying to start a law practise, this should 
be helpful rather than hurtful for you. It is more comprehensible than anything we 
can look forv/erd to trying to xsreseht, is so (j|igaified and significant in content 
that no client you would accept would be antagonized, and others who might not know 
about you and be considering Washington counsel might just he impressed, favorably. 

At this press conference we say, simply, that unlike the statement by the 
•^torney ^eneral, in fact, even his panel, that they ’^support" the V/erren and autopsy 
reports, their work, limited and entirely inadequate as it was, destroys both. We 
cite as proof the suppressed knowledge that there v/as metal in the area of the 
thorax and the perjury, that there was none; the wrong location of the President’s 
wound, of which we say it cannot on any ground be excused and is fatal to the 
Wa.rren Report and its solution - and that knowing this theqp panel and the AG were 
first silent and then misinformed the people (in the last significant act of the 
outgoing AG); that there isStill suppressed what cannot be, no question of good 
taste being involved (my request for tbs memo of transfer, made 1/20 and since 
never responded to despite repeated request^; we allege, I think but do not insist, 
that the panel was convoked for other than xhe stated reason, and that, with quotes 
from Clark and panel, they did not perform their purpose and made no pretense of 
so doing; that the accounts of the pictures ard X-rays do not stack up-at the very 
least some are missing and more, we can now account for more than they say they 
took* The shell game with the pictures should get attention. .. .In addition to e'\ory— 
thing else, this gives us a chance to reach the remaining Kennedy people, possibly 
to turn some on. It is certainly the only chance we can expect to get a message 
to Teddy - and I mnt to.... Gotta get hack to other work. Please see it my way and 
try. I assure you you v/ill regret it soon if you do not. 


Sincerely, 



PS bvief and Xerox came today 


rcld v/eisberg 


